
Using the Advanced Ovid Search Option to Search CINAHL 
 
In order to use the subject headings and other more advanced features for searching, please follow 
these steps.  Locate the CINAHL database by using the Subject listing or the Database name list.  
When the search screen appears, it will look like this. 
 
 

 
 
 

1) Click the Advanced Ovid Search tab. 
2) Click Limits 
3) Click Search History 

 

 



 
After you’ve searched for a subject or author, the Additional Limits button becomes active. 
 

 
 

Use this option to limit to age groups, peer reviewed articles, items in this collection (local holdings), 
and more. 
 
Combining results is now found right below the search sets.  Click the boxes you wish to combine and 
then the AND or OR button. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

When you are finished searching, use the 
Results Manager – found on the left margin to 
work with your results.  To save your citations: 

 
1) First, choose a) Selected Results, b) All on 

this page, or c) All in this set. 
 
2)  Second, choose how much information you 

want to see from the Fields section – most 
times you will want Citation + Abstract. 

 
3) Then continue down the page and click the 

Include Search History box in the Result 
Format area if you want a record of the 
concepts you used in your search. 

 
4) Go back up to Actions and click Save.   
 
5) On the next page, , choose the first option if 

you use a PC, Mac users should choose the 
second option.  Click Continue.   

 
6) Save your document with a name that 

reflects the search subject or other 
memorable name. 
 

RefWorks 
To export your search results into RefWorks, do 
not include the search history in step 3, instead 
click Direct Export in the Result Format area.  
After clicking Save, you will choose RefWorks.  
Follow the screen directions to create a new 
folder and save your results.  

 


